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Humans are intentional. Bastiat
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We did not do anything to do this we just were born into it. So how do we extend that to others… Economic 
freedom is a really great way to empirically assess the health of a nation… When we measure economic 
freedom as economists, it is data driven. Countries are scored from 0-10 on economic freedom from free to 
least free. These include intellectual property rights which can rest in Scripture in the 10 Commandments, 
levels of regulation and how difficult or easy it is to open a business and secure a line of credit to do so, the 
size of the government relative to its people, the soundness of the currency and monetary policy, and the 
freedom to trade internationally. Trade widens the circle of people that may be relied on. Venezuela scores 
lowest as a nation on least economic freedom, 30 years ago it was a thriving democratic country that was 
wealthy where one would go on a family vacation too. This scale is an empirical way to see which societies 
are escaping poverty and doing so rapidly, but also reveals the possibility that if we are not in the right 
institutions that respect humanity and human anthropology that rests in Scripture, then we can lose economic 
freedom like Venezuela. The population is immiserated, and the population is figuring out how to get out of it. 
There’s no guarantee of economic freedom.  

A society can have economic freedom and lose it or have little economic freedom and gain it. This 
must be thought of with inclusive opportunities for the poor. We don’t just need to think about this globally 
but can also think of it in our cities and communities. How are people excluded? What are the vulnerabilities? 
How do we bring an economic approach to thinking about and serving our fellow human beings?  

Trade empowers people to live into who it is that God created them to be. To do that and really help 
people is relational, not just writing a check. You cannot help someone out of addiction who is in a shelter by 
giving them a check, meal, water, or healthcare. You must walk with them. You need to be beside them. 


